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From the desk of…
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I am guessing that many of you are more familiar with the Easter and Christmas stories than you are with Pentecost. If I am right then you might find the following interesting…

Pentecost is one of our most important Christian celebrations taking place each year 50 days following Easter. Beginning as a Jewish festival celebrating the successful gathering of the early harvest (remember sub-tropical climate), Pentecost was one of three major feasts observed by people during Jesus’ time. Jews scattered all over the Roman Empire traveled to Jerusalem to partake in the festivities.  Many of them were born and raised outside of their motherland and therefore Jerusalem was crowded with people speaking in different languages.  Jesus’ disciples having just witnessed Jesus’ Ascension also returned to Jerusalem for the celebration.

Before his Ascension, Jesus promised the disciples the Gift of the Holy Spirit that would help them spread the word of God throughout the world. I am not sure that they really knew what to expect. They all gathered together, perhaps in the same room where they had celebrated the Last Supper (Passover). Suddenly a mighty wind rushed in and above the head of each man there grew a flicker of flame. All at once, as they turned to one another in astonishment, they discovered they were able to speak in many different languages previously foreign to them. They realized that the Holy Spirit was with them and they knew exactly what Jesus meant for them to do. Peter immediately began preaching to the crowds in the languages they all could understand telling them about Jesus, the miracles he performed in God’s name and, most importantly, how he rose from the dead after being crucified. About three thousand became followers of Jesus that very day. This was the true beginning of the Christian Church (the Church’s birthday if you will)…the day the Holy Spirit ignited the followers of Christ to spread the word of God.

This is a great story to share with your children. The tricky part is explaining what exactly the Holy Spirit is in a way that children can understand. I like to think of the Holy Spirit as our Christian conscious - living in us and helping us to lead a Christian life, guiding our decisions and emotions. We can’t see or touch the Holy Spirit, but its presence is very real.  Like the wind we can’t see it, but we can see the effects of it. Giving children a visual to latch onto is very helpful. I typically use a fan with red streamers taped to the front gate to demonstrate that while you can’t see the breeze you can see what effect the breeze has on the streamers.

I will be talking with the children about Pentecost on Sunday, May 31st. Now you can help explain it too!

Peace,
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Mission Trip Family Worship

Sunday, May 10th

The Senior Youth Group Mission Trippers will be leading this special service and sharing their mission work experiences rebuilding houses in Pipestem, West Virginia. Families with children of all ages are encouraged to attend this special service.  Childcare is available for children up to age five in the nursery.

8th Grade Bible Sunday

Sunday, May 17th
In preparation for Confirmation, we are pleased to present the 8th graders with their own personalized copies of the New Revised Standard Version Bible. We will distribute the Bibles to the 8th Grade class during the Confirmation service on May 17th.  Please contact Carrie O’Brien if your

8th grader is unable to attend this service.

2009 – 2010 Church School Registration

As we are winding down our 2008 – 2009 school year we are also planning for next year. We will continue to function as a Cooperative Church School, meaning all families who register their children are counted on to support programming. Registration forms, with volunteer opportunities, will be mailed out early this month. Please complete both sides of the form and return to the church as soon as possible. 

Happy May Birthday Wishes to….

Knight Colman

Hannah Quirk

Josie Kolstad

Matthew Lehmann
Emma Marshall

Peter Hart

Ian Ehlers

Lizzy Hedeman

Jack Wittenberg Declan Siefer

Laura Kolstad

Charlotte O’Brien
Blaise Siefer


Max Steinert

Peter Upham

Sam Snell

Audrey Stein
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Sunday, May 3rd  


Church School		     10:00AM


5th – 8th Grade Bike Trip		      3:00PM





Monday, May 4th    


Liaison Meeting		      7:00PM


C.E. Committee Meeting		      8:00PM





Sunday, May 10th 


Happy Mother’s Day!


Mission Trip Family Worship	     10:00AM


Childcare available up to age five





Sunday, May 17th   


Church School		     10:00AM


7/8th Graders in Church for Confirmation


8th Grade Bibles





Sunday, May 24th    


No Church School		     10:00AM


Childcare available up to age five       		 


Pentecost Sunday, May 31st


Church School		     10:00AM





Trinitarian


Congregational Church


54 Walden Street, Concord, MA 01742


(978) 369-4837





Carrie O’Brien


Church School Director 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:triconcob@aol.com" ��triconcob@aol.com�





C.E. Office Hours


Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 


9:00AM - 3:00PM





TRI-CON CHURCH SCHOOL


MISSION STATEMENT





It is our mission to intentionally provide


to all of the children in our


Church School program the following:





Provide our children with a foundation in Christian education such as learning the stories of the Bible, the history of Christianity and what it means to be a UCC member, and the components of worship.





Provide our children with many opportunities to participate in our church community and programs outside our community.





Provide a safe, caring and nurturing environment with other children and adults.





Teach our children the important faith traits such as generosity, responsibility, courage, joy, stewardship and humility so that they will include and apply them to their daily lives.
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5th – 8th Grade Bike Trip


Sunday, May 3rd, 3 – 5PM





Grease up your gears and make sure that helmet fits. We are still deciding between two great biking locations…both have lots to offer…hard to decide! Permission slips and trip location will be emailed to you. We need additional chaperones. Jen Hart is collecting all RSVPs. Please contact her at 978-318-0068. 








Field Day/Heifer Fair


Sunday, June 7th





Our annual end of school year morning of fun, games and picnic lunch with an opportunity to support Heifer International. 





Flag One Room Schoolhouse


Sunday, June 14th





Instead of Church School, we will celebrate Flag Day and make a flag that represents us and what it means to be Christian. 
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